
 

 

Easton, Pennsylvania            May 6, 2010 
 
 
 A regular meeting of the Northampton County Council was 
held 
on the above date with the following present: Ron Angle, 
President; John Cusick, Vice President; Thomas H. Dietrich; J. 
Michael Dowd; Bruce A. Gilbert; Lamont G. McClure, Jr.; Ann 
McHale; Barbara A. Thierry; Philip D. Lauer, Solicitor to 
Council, and Frank E. Flisser, Clerk to Council.  Absent was 
Margaret L. Ferraro.  
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 County Executive John Stoffa led County Council in the 
pledge of allegiance. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
 Rev. Jean L. Huber, Arndt Lutheran Church, Easton, led 
County Council in prayer to open the meeting. 
 
 
Approval of the Minutes  
 
 Mr. McClure made the following motion: 
 
 Be It Moved By the Northampton County Council that the 
minutes of the April 22, 2010 meeting shall be approved. 
   
 Mrs. McHale seconded the motion. 
 
 The minutes were approved by voice acclamation. 
 
 
Courtesy of the Floor 
 
 As no one signed in for Courtesy of the Floor, Mr. Angle 
asked if there was anyone from the public who had any questions 
or comments.  There were no respondents. 
 
 
County Executive’s Report 
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 Mr. Angle stated the County Executive asked for the 
opportunity to present an update on the old Courthouse window 
replacement project. 
 
 
 Mr. Steve DeSalva, Director of Public Works, advised the  
architectural firm hired to work on this project was Artefact 
from Bethlehem and they were represented tonight by Ms. 
Christine Ussler and Ms. Lucienne DiBiase Dooley.  He further 
advised there were basically two projects, noting one was 
exterior repairs and repair and some replacement of windows to 
the older portion of the Courthouse. 
 
 Ms. Ussler stated that she specialized in historic work 
since she started the business in 1986 and also in green 
architecture.  She further stated they were looking at creating 
more energy efficient conditions for the windows while 
preserving the historic character of the building. 
 
 Ms. Ussler advised a grant was received to improve the 
energy efficiency of the building and the assumption was that 
the windows would be replaced, however, they were looking to 
minimally replacing the windows and repairing the others.  She 
reviewed her power point presentation (see Attachment #1).   
 
 Ms. Ussler stated to replace the windows in Courtroom #1 
would be extremely expensive and the Courthouse would lose a lot 
of character.  Therefore, their approach was to keep these 
windows, but to create an energy efficient system by installing 
interior storm windows. 
 
 Ms. Ussler advised they found structural problems with the 
windows in Courtrooms #2 and #3 where recessed radiators were 
placed under them so basically the windows had no support, 
therefore, some repair work would have to be done to the 
structure of those windows.  She further stated that as part of 
the system, they would have to make sure there was proper 
ventilation so condensation did not occur between the window and 
the interior storm window. 
 
 Ms. Ussler stated other windows in the Courthouse were 
still in very good condition, but needed to be repaired so they 
planned to retro fit them with insulated glass and to weather 
strip them so they were tightly fitted into the frames. 
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 Ms. Ussler advised there were security issues with the 
windows in the lower level where the detectives were located and 
they planned to replace those windows. 
 
 Ms. Ussler stated there were also some metal frames with 
wired glass windows that were not thermally broken and had only 
single pane glass. Therefore, they planned to replace them with 
a new thermally broken steel window with a wired glass insulated 
panel to be on the inside or outside of them. 
 
 Ms. Ussler advised there was a large group of windows at 
the east stair of the Courthouse which they planned to take out 
and replace with an arched window that would reduce the heat 
loss. 
 
 Ms. Ussler stated they were looking at the doors that were 
tied in with the transoms and replacing them with a more 
historically appropriate door and an insulated glass system for 
the transoms.  
 
 Ms. Ussler advised they discovered a lot of vents in the 
walls, which may or may not be used so they were in the middle 
of studying which ones were active.  She further advised some of 
them were in windows and if they could be removed, they would do 
so and put a full size window in its place. 
  
 Ms. Ussler stated they were also up in the attic on a very 
cold February day and they noticed it was actually very warm up 
there which meant a lot of heat was being lost through the 
ceilings. 
 
 Ms. Ussler advised they were in the process of studying the 
exterior in more depth, but they were finding several areas that 
would require work.  She further advised the exterior of a lot 
of the windows and the whole building would need to be repainted 
once the other work was completed. 
 
 In answer to Mr. Cusick’s question as to the time table and 
whether the project would come in under budget, Ms. Ussler 
stated the grant was for $2.1 million and she believed the cost 
would be under that amount. 
  
 In response to Mr. Cusick’s question as to whether the day 
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to day operations of the Courthouse would be affected by the 
work, Ms. Ussler advised they would keep the impact to a 
minimum. 
 
 In answer to Mr. McClure’s question as to the maintenance 
once the work was completed, Mr. DeSalva stated maintenance was 
a high consideration for his department, but noted the design of 
the building did not allow access in some areas for maintenance. 
 
 In response to Mr. Gilbert’s question as to whether an 
energy  study was done that would show the County’s current 
energy loss and what savings would be obtained with the work to 
be done, Ms. Ussler advised she did not do a study, but there 
were studies done previously that evaluated the air infiltration 
and heat loss through the windows and what the expected 
improvements would be. 
 Mr. DeSalva stated the study indicated there would be an 
approximate 20% decrease in the amount of the fuel needed to 
heat the building. 
 
 In answer to Mr. Angle’s question as to what comparable 
jobs they did in the area, Ms. Ussler advised Union Station in 
Bethlehem, which was currently a clinic for St. Luke’s, and they 
also worked on Riverport.   
 
 In response to Mr. Angle’s question as to how many 
employees there were and if they used subcontractors, Ms. Ussler 
stated she had six employees.  She further stated her employees 
were architects so they defined the work and then put the work 
out for bid for the subcontractors. 
 
 In answer to Mr. Angle’s question as to whether the 
architectural work went out for bid, Mr. DeSalva advised the 
County did do a Request for Proposal and received approximately 
20 applications from which this firm was selected. 
 
 Mr. Stoffa stated the Gracedale study would officially 
start on Monday and they anticipated it to be finished by July.  
He further stated as Mrs. Ferraro was not able to attend the 
meetings, he wondered if County Council wanted to appoint 
someone in the interim. 
 
 Mr. Dietrich advised he would be willing to step in until 
Mrs. Ferraro was able to return. 
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 Mr. Stoffa stated the Department of State had notified the 
County of a Voters Hall of Fame for individuals who have voted 
in 50 consecutive General Elections.  He further stated as of 
now, Northampton County had 274 individuals, but they were still 
reviewing the records.  He noted the Department of State would 
provide the financing for a ceremony to celebrate them. 
 
 Mr. Stoffa advised as part of the grant from the Delaware 
River Joint Toll Bridge Commission, they may be able to install 
new fencing around the Wolf Building parking lot, plant some 
trees and do some patchwork on the sidewalk. 
 
 Mr. McClure stated at the last meeting, he asked if it was 
proper procedure for an employer to be contacted when someone 
applied for a permit to carry and thanked Mr. Stoffa for getting 
back to him with that information.  He further stated he was 
aware the statute did authorize an employer to be contacted in 
connection with a background check, however, he felt other ways 
to do background checks should be done first with the employer 
being contacted only if truly necessary.  
 
 Mr. Stoffa agreed that it was not clear on the application 
that an employer may be contacted so he asked Sheriff Randall 
Miller if that could be rectified.    
 
 Mr. Angle advised a while back a contract was negotiated 
with the employees of Gracedale, however, before it could be 
signed, the economy changed.  He then asked if there was an 
update on the situation. 
 
 Mr. Stoffa stated a number of things changed including his 
decision on it.  He further stated an Unfair Labor Practice 
Hearing had been held.   
 
 Mr. John Conklin, Director of Administration, advised the 
hearing was held last week and it was now in the hands of the 
hearing officer.  He further advised once written testimony from 
both parties was received, the hearing officer would render a 
decision. 
 
 
Consideration of the Resolution Amending Resolution No. 32-2010: 
Which Confirmed Appointments to the Area Agency on Aging 



County Council Minutes             -6-              May 6, 2010 

 

Advisory Board and Northampton County Housing Authority 
 
 Mr. Angle stated it had come to the attention of the Clerk 
of Council that the expiration of term date was incorrectly 
provided for the appointment to the Northampton County Housing 
Authority, therefore, County Council was being asked to make 
that correction.  
 
 Mr. Angle introduced the following resolution: 
 
 R. 40-2010 WHEREAS, at the meeting held April 22, 2010, 
the Northampton County Council adopted resolution 32-2010 which 
confirmed appointments of the County Executive to the Area 
Agency on Aging Advisory Council and Northampton County Housing 
Authority; and 
 
 WHEREAS, subsequently the Northampton County Housing 
Authority informed the County Executive that the expiration date 
as listed on resolution 32-2010 needed to be amended. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that resolution 32-2010 
shall be amended as indicated hereafter (sections marked with 
strikeout have been deleted and sections marked with bold 
underline have been added) 
 

Number 32-2010 
 
 RESOLVED, by the Northampton County Council that the 
following individuals shall be confirmed in their appointments 
as indicated hereafter: 
 
AREA AGENCY ON AGING  
ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 
Appointment:     Term to Expire: 7/1/11 
Mary Jane Long 
27 Glenmoor Circle 
Easton PA 18045 
 
 
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 
HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 
Appointment:     Term to Expire: 2/9/1514 
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Karen L. Whitehill 
787 South Delps Road 
Bath PA 18014 
 
 
 As there were no questions or comments, Mr. Angle called 
for the vote. 
 
 The vote: Angle, “yes”; Cusick, “yes”; Dietrich, “yes”; 
Dowd, “yes”; Gilbert, “yes”; McClure, “yes”; McHale, “yes” and 
Thierry, “yes”. 
 
 
Introduction of the Ordinance Amending the 2010 Northampton 
County Budget 
 
 Mr. Angle advised approving a budget amendment was a 
routine function County Council performed three times a year. 
 
 Mr. Dowd and Mrs. Thierry introduced the following 
ordinance: 
  

 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2010 
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY BUDGET: DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT, PASS THROUGH 
GRANT; DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION - 
ELECTIONS, HAZARDOUS MATERIALS RESPONSE; 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS - PARKS & 
RECREATION; DEPARTMENT  OF  HUMAN SERVICES - 
PASS THROUGH GRANTS, HOMELESS ASSISTANCE, 
DEVELOPMENT FUND, CHILDREN, YOUTH & 
FAMILIES, AREA AGENCY ON AGING, MENTAL 
HEALTH, DEVELOPMENTAL PROGRAMS, DRUG & 
ALCOHOL 

 
2010 

 BUDGET AMENDMENT 
      

KEY   CURRENT INCREASE REVISED 
ORG ACCOUNT ACCOUNT TITLE BUDGET (DECREASE) BUDGET 
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C&ED - Community Development Grant  
31100 41120 Emergency Shelter Grant          27,000 51,972 78,972 

 71086 ESG 2009                  - 51,972 51,972 
     

C&ED - Pass Through Grant  
31202 41360 Commonwealth      4,200,000 750,000 4,950,000 

 71280 St Luke's Hospital      4,200,000 750,000 4,950,000 
     

Administration - Elections 
43700 45030 Miscellaneous 500 19,800 20,300 

 63999 Pooled Admin Supplies          31,700 19,800 51,500 
   

Administration - Hazardous Materials Response 
44101 42460 County Cost Reimbursement 0 138,622 138,622 

 66999 Pooled Professional Services          30,000 138,622 168,622 
   

Public Works - Parks & Recreation 
40700 41393 DCNR Grant 50,000 (50,000) 0 

 66999 Pooled Professional Services 100,000 (50,000) 50,000 
   
 45020 Donation 0 1,000 1,000 
 64999 Pooled Operating Supplies 20,000 1,000 21,000 
   

Human Services - Pass Through Grants 
31200 41110 Child Care Info Svs 11,144,800 (255,800) 10,889,000 

 71100 Child Care Info Svs 11,144,800 (255,800) 10,889,000 
   
 41520 MATP 827,400 500,000 1,327,400 
 71200 Metro Plus 827,400 500,000 1,327,400 
   

Human Services - Homeless Assistance 
50600 44010 Interest on Investment 1,800 (800) 1,000 

 41480 Homeless Assistance         442,500 (55,500) 387,000 
 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services         444,300 (56,300) 388,000 
   

Human Services - Development Fund 
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51100 41490 Human Services Development 518,700 (68,700) 450,000 
 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 519,300 (68,700) 450,600 
   

Human Services - Children, Youth & Families 
51000 41163 Railroad Retirement 0 14,200 14,200 

 41180 TANF 915,400 223,500 1,138,900 
 41220 Title IV E          93,600           10,000 103,600 
 42210 Custody Evaluation Fee          74,800 (30,400) 44,400 
 42580 Parental Payments         500,000        (184,600) 315,400 
 42650 Supplemental Security          42,900           27,900 70,800 

52100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services      3,506,200           60,600 3,566,800 
   
   

Human Services - Area Agency On Aging 
54000 41640 State Allocation 676,200 65,700 741,900 

 41650 State Block Grant 5,619,300 112,100 5,731,400 
 42457 Cost Sharing 54,000 2,500 56,500 
 42560 Nutrition Program Meal Contribution         170,000           10,700 180,700 
 44010 Interest on Investment          20,000            (4,500) 15,500

55400 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 814,600 186,500 1,001,100 
   

Human Services - Mental Health 
57400 41330 Base Allocation 3,319,000 228,600 3,547,600 

 41350 CHIPP 4,319,100 2,029,900 6,349,000 
 41550 Medical Assistance 4,300 (2,100) 2,200 
 42505 HealthChoices 30,200 11,500 41,700 

58100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 2,027,800 2,258,500 4,286,300 
59100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 550,700 9,400 560,100 

   

Human Services - Developmental Programs 
59400 41400 Early Intervention 2,841,100 482,500 3,323,600 

 41570 DP Waiver 941,500 14,000 955,500 
60100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 960,400 14,000 974,400 
60200 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 2,160,200 482,500 2,642,700 

   

Human Services - Drug & Alcohol 
61000 41160 Prevention Block Grant 179,800 83,700 263,500 
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 41165 School District SDFS & C          19,400 (8,300) 11,100 
 41240 Treatment Block Grant 747,800 93,600 841,400 
 41315 Act 152         549,800 125,500 675,300 
 41330 Base Allocation 754,400 8,100 762,500 
 41340 BHSI         228,700 242,200 470,900 
 41600 PCCD         307,700 (172,000) 135,700 
 42105 Act 198 Fee         136,200 11,000 147,200 
 43030 DUI Fines          92,500 3,900 96,400 
 44010 Interest on Investment            8,900 (1,700) 7,200 

61600 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services         216,600 75,400 292,000 
62100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services      1,072,800 310,600 1,383,400 

   
   
  County of Northampton Budget 332,659,819 4,428,094 337,087,913 
  Summary - Budget Amendment 
   

 
 
Effective Date:    
 
 In accordance with Northampton County Home Rule Charter 705 
(e) this ordinance shall become effective upon the date of 
enactment. 
 
 
 
 
Regional Crime Center 
 
 Mr. Angle advised he met with Mr. Dean Browning, Chairman 
of the Lehigh County Commissioners, and he mentioned that at one 
time, Northampton County and Lehigh County were planning to join 
forces to establish a regional crime center, however, District 
Attorney  John Morganelli, who was originally in favor of it, 
pulled out.  He further advised that Mr. Browning wondered if 
Northampton County may still be interested because Berks County 
had approached them.  Therefore, he wanted to know if this was 
something the County would be interested in revisiting. 
 
 Mr. Dowd stated he was an advocate of this endeavor since 
the beginning because it had been done in New York with 
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tremendous success.  He further stated he believed Mr. 
Morganelli’s hesitation had to do with the cost, which he could 
not remember what it was. 
 
 When Mrs. McHale advised it was $545,000, Mr. Dowd agreed 
it was a lot of money, but he felt the County should revisit the 
issue. 
 
 When Mrs. McHale asked if that request should come from the 
District Attorney, Mr. Angle requested Mr. McClure, as head of 
the  Judicial, Legal and Operations Committee, to have his 
committee meet with Mr. Morganelli to discuss the issue.  Mr. 
McClure replied he would be willing to do that.   
 
 In response to Mr. McClure’s question as to the yearly 
cost, Mr. Stoffa indicated he believed it would cost 
approximately $500,000 per year. 
 
 
Bethlehem Township Treatment Center 
 
 Mr. McClure stated after Senior Judge Michael Franciosa 
rendered his decision, the Bethlehem Township Commissioners 
presented some 30 conditions to the Zoning Board.  He further 
stated he believed some of those conditions would not be upheld, 
but one that might was that all of the clients had to come from 
Northampton County. 
 
 Mr. McClure advised he believed this treatment center was a 
$30 million answer to a $3 million problem because a few years 
ago, he asked the Prison to provide the amount it cost the 
County during a peak crime season for its inmates to be sent to 
other institutions and over ten years, it was less than $3 
million.  He further advised he estimated it would probably cost 
approximately $3 million a year to operate the treatment center 
even though he had never been provided any actual figures. 
 
 Mr. Stoffa stated he did not want to discuss the issue at 
this time, but the County could not continue as it was without 
treating these people because it would wind up costing $60 or 
$120 million to build a new prison. 
 
 Mrs. Thierry advised she attended the graduation of 18 
individuals from the treatment program and she found it 
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inspiring.  She further advised with a 20% return rate of these 
individuals compared to 67% of the general population, she felt 
there had to be  a savings there.   
 
 Mr. McClure stated he was not against treating these 
individuals and felt the Prison was doing an excellent job.  He 
further stated he was told that everyone that wanted to enter 
the program was able to enter it, therefore, he did not feel the 
County had to have a 300-bed facility to deal with the problem. 
 
 Mr. Stoffa advised it cost $500,000 a year to treat these 
individuals and there was a waiting list for people to get into 
the program.  He further advised he believed the capacity was 60 
people for a six week program. 
 
 In answer to Mr. Angle’s question as to when he felt there 
may be more information available, Mr. Stoffa stated he believed 
he would have something within the next few months. 
 
 
Economic Development Committee Report 
 
 Mr. Dowd advised at the Economic Development Committee 
meeting, Mr. Mike Stershic, President of Discover Lehigh Valley,  
was present to discuss tourism and their name change.  He 
further advised Mr. Stershic noted there was a 5% reduction in 
hotel rooms in Northampton County and 16.9% reduction in Lehigh 
County. 
 
 Mr. Dowd stated Ms. Lori Sywensky, Community Development 
Administrator, Department of Community and Economic Development, 
made a presentation with regard to the Community Development 
Block Grant Contract that could impact the Borough of Portland 
sewer project. 
 
 Mr. Dowd advised Mr. Conklin and City of Easton Mayor Sal 
Panto made a presentation with regard to the Economic Recovery 
Bonds.  He further advised based on the recommendation of County 
Council, the DCED issued letters to all the municipalities who 
might be eligible for the recovery bonds. He noted there was 
only one project that came down that was ready to move and that 
was the City of Easton parking garage and it was the 
recommendation of the members of the Committee present to assign 
the Easton Parking Authority $6.9 million of those bonds to 
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assist in the completion of the project.   
 
 
Lehigh and Northampton Transportation Authority Liaison Report 
 
 Mrs. McHale stated the Lehigh and Northampton 
Transportation Authority was going to be holding their annual 
public hearing on May 13, 2010 at their Allentown facility. 
 
 
Northampton County Gaming Revenue and Economic Redevelopment 
Authority 
 
 Mrs. McHale advised the Northampton County Gaming Revenue 
and Economic Redevelopment Authority had requested a link for 
them be put on the County’s website. 
 
 
General Purpose Authority 
 
 Mr. Dowd stated the General Purpose Authority did agree to 
have their meetings video streamed on the County’s website. 
 
 
Farmland Preservation Liaison Report 
 
 Mr. Cusick advised there would be two vacancies on this 
board, one would be for a member of the general public and the 
other would be for a farmer.   
 
 Mr. Cusick stated at their meeting, there was an 
interesting discussion regarding caps.  He further stated the 
current board was not interested in caps and if a decision was 
to be made with regard to caps, it should come from County 
Council. 
 
 
Mental Health/Early Intervention and Developmental Programs 
Advisory Board Report 
 
 Mr. Dietrich advised the Allentown State Hospital confirmed 
they planned to close by the end of this year so all the 
residents and consumers would be moved out.  He further advised 
they wanted to convey that they were on track with attending to 
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the needs of the citizens of Northampton County and planned to 
move them from an institutionalized environment into a more 
warmer environment that would be beneficial to their living 
styles. 
 
 
Executive Session 
 
 Mr. Cusick made a motion to enter into Executive Session 
for the purpose of discussing potential litigation. 
 
 Mrs. Thierry seconded the motion. 
 
 Mr. Angle reconvened the meeting. 
 
 Mr. Lauer stated the meeting was reconvened at 8:05 p.m. 
after an Executive Session relating to questions regarding 
potential responses to actions that have been discussed between 
the County Executive and other local municipalities. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
 Mr. Angle made a motion to adjourn. 
 
 Mrs. Thierry seconded the motion.  
 
 The motion passed by acclamation. 
 
  
 
  
 
 
        
            Frank E. Flisser 
        Clerk to Council 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 


